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May this book serve as a reminder to girls and women that
just being yourself is always enough.




I REMEMBER VISITING
THE WHITE HOUSE WHEN
T WAS YOUR AGE. I

WELCOME FUTURE
LEADERS TO THE
WHITE HOUSE
N 2\ OVAL OFFICE!

COULDN'T SEE MYSELF
A STTTING AT THIS DESK.

BUT I WAS GIVEN A KEY TO SUCCESS
AND NOW T'LL SHARE IT WITH YOU:
HEY SIs! JUST BE YOU!

PRESIDENT GRACE RECALLS A PRECIOUS CHILDHOOD

MEMORY OF HER MOTHER AND AN OBSTACLE THAT SHE
HELPED HER OVERCOME IN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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YOU DON'T HAVE TO
COMPARE YOURSELF TO
OTHERS, JUST DO WHAT
YOU DO BEST.
JUST BE YOu!

MOM, I WANT TO
PARTICIPATE IN THE
SCIENCE FAIR COMING UP.

BUT, WHAT IF MY PROJECT
JUST ISN'T 600D ENOUGH?

SO MANY OF THE OTHER KIDS HAVE "N\ Ll
GREAT IDEAS.. T JUST WANT MINE TO :
STAND OUT SO T CANWIN.




GRACE IS WORKING ON HER PROJECT AT HOME FOR THE UPCOMING SCIENCE FAIR
AT SCHOOL TOMORROW. GRACE ALWAYS TRIED TO HIDE HER LOVE FOR ROBOTICS
AND ENGINEERING BECAUSE HER FRIENDS TOLD HER IT IS SOMETHING THAT ONLY
BOYS DO. BUT SHE DECIDED TO TAKE THE ADVICE OF HER MOM AND BE TRUE TO

. HERSELF AND JUST 60 FOR IT!
/ \ =

WHATEVER YOU DECIDE
TODO JUSTGIVEIT ol o
YOUR ALL. LET ME Q
KNOW IF YOU NEED ME. /£ F<.

OK MOM, I THINK
I HAVE SOMETHING
IN MIND.

1\ N\

T NN/ MOM SAYS, "JUST

a BE YOU" AND THIS

; % ROBOT IS SO TOTALLY
ENGINEER by i RN ME. I THINK THIS IS
YOUR LIFE W o AV SN\ GONNA BE A
—_— N WINNER!

[/ T KNOW NO ONE HAS

EVER DONE IT BEFORE,
BUT I TRIED IT AND
IT WORKED!




Barbara Jordan Middle School

I WONDER WHY THERE ARE

NO GOOD PICTURES OF PEOPLE

THAT LOOK LIKE ME IN
THESE BOOKS?

ScHOOL

I AM SO EXCITED ABOUT
N\ BLACK HISTORY MONTH!

-—

T ALSO DON'T SEE
ANY PICTURES OF

BLACK LEADERS ON

 AWARE OF THIS
N SSUE?

LT LOOKS LIKE POWERFUL
BLACK WOMEN LIKE YOU,
MS. FATIMA! I CAN

#/ THIS IS BLACK
HISTORY MONTH,

HI GRACE!

COME ON IN E“’Rgbﬂg'(mg ORGANIZE A BLACK HISTORY
N\ MONTH PROGRAM!
SCHOOL, NO ONE
WOULD EVER

EMPOWERMENT
LOOK LIKE TO YOU
AND HOW WOULD
YOU CHANGE
THAT? ~

ILOVE THE
SOUND OF THAT!
HEY SIS ..
JUST BE YOU!

GRACE STARTS PREPARING FOR THE FIRST ANNUAL BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROGRAM,
AND SPREADING THE WORD TO RECRUIT VOLUNTEERS.
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GRACE AND SEVERAL STUDENTS WORK HARD

TO ORGANIZE THE PROGRAM. THEY ASK FOR
A LOT OF COMMUNLTY FEEDBACK TO MAKE
SURE THE PROGRAM IS A SUCCESS.

[ BLACK HISTORY MONTH BEGAN AS "NEGRO HISTORY WEEK" CREATED BY HISTORIAN

CARTER 6. WOODSON AND THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY OF NEGRO LIFE AND
HISTORY IN 1926. THE ORGANIZATION CHOSE THAT WEEK SPECIFICALLY BECAUSE
IT WAS DURING THE BIRTHDAYS OF FREDERICK DOUGLASS (FEBRUARY 14) AND
ABRAHAM LINCOLN (FEBRUARY 12). &

BY THE LATE 1960'S PEOPL
ACROSS AMERICA WERE
OBSERVING THIS SPECIAL
MONTH. TODAY I AM
HONORED TO RECOGNIZE
ESE PHENOMENAL BLACK

WOMEN!

BARBARA
JORDAN
WON A PLACE IN

THE TEXAS
SENATE IN 1966! & -
SHE WAS THE % — ARA
FIRST BLACK STATE - %é:EDAN
v

SENATOR SINCE
1883! OUR SCHOOL JESSSALSY
IS NAMED AFTER J__ e

THIS AMAZING d
WOMAN! 1ST ANRUAL
BLACK
HISTORY
TRIRVTE




EVERY YEAR, GRACE'S HIGH SCHOOL HOSTS A PAGEANT IN HONOR OF THE
- JUNETEENTH HOLIDAY. GRACE SEES THE PAGEANT SIGNUP FLYER AND
DISCUSSES IT WITH HER BFF JALISA.

THE JUNETEENTH
\PAGEANT COMING UP?

| /T DID SEE THAT FLYER
( AND TM 50 ENTERING

I'VE NEVER DONE A
PAGEANT BEFORE -
I WOULDN'T EVEN
NOW WHAT TO DQ

JUST BE YOU, SIS! g
PRRIOTT, £




OMG! THE PAGEANT IS THIS FRIDAY!
] I'VE WORKED HARD FOR

THIS. I'M 6OING TO GIVE IT ALL I'VE 60T AND JUST
BE MYSELF. WIN OR LOSE, I'VE LEARNED A LOT ON THE

In the future,

h S ,
y;g%"s:egf hpacing )/ tes’in WAY AND I'M GOING TO ENJOY MYSELF AT THE PAGEANT

of The United
i?afes and helro
change the world
b\{1 rewriting
the history
for black girls /&S
("herstory”) Z\&

MS. JUNETEENT
IS GRACEIN %




THE FIRST BLACK WOMA

{0 Girls,.. You're goig N " 337 ANNUS
to come |

across so many b
challenges in life ¢ Elﬂ@lk

But just remember... |8 Ty .
Being yourself is always JRN RI$T0
h! ¢
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Support our work in protecting Use your smart phone to

and empowering black girls by clich the QR code to view a
visiting us at guide on what to do if your child is
ycer tiati facing disciplinary action at school.
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