
The George Floyd Act: Police
Use of Force and
Accountability Omnibus Bill
(Thompson/West)

F r o m  a  l i k e l y  f a l s e  c o n v i c t i o n  b y  a  c o r r u p t  n a r c o t i c s  o f f i c e r  t o  h i s  d e a t h  a t
t h e  h a n d s  o f  p o l i c e  w h i l e  o t h e r  p o l i c e  s t o o d  a n d  w a t c h e d ,  t h e  c a s e  o f
G e o r g e  F l o y d  c a l l s  o u t  f o r  j u s t i c e  i n  m a n y  d i f f e r e n t  w a y s .

C o n t a c t  M E A S U R E  a t  h e l l o @ w e m e a s u r e . o r g



Creates state cause of action for deprivation of rights under color of law, to
address qualified immunity.
Requires corroboration for the testimony of an undercover police officer in
narcotics cases (just as corroboration is already required for non-police
informants.) George Floyd was among 160 people notified by Harris County that
his old conviction on drug charges, based solely on the testimony of undercover
narcotics officer Gerald Goines, could be overturned. He never got the notice.
Amends duties of police by adding duty to intervene, duty to render aid, and
duty to identify. Eliminates “duty” to arrest on every minor charge to bring arrest
authority into line with other parts of the code.
Reduces excessive force by prohibiting chokeholds, limiting lethal force to
imminent threat of serious bodily injury or death, requires force to be
proportionate to the circumstance and the seriousness of the underlying
violation, requires officers to protect bystanders, and terminate lethal force as
soon as the threat is lessened.  
Ends arrest for non-jailable fine only violations other than Class C assault and
Class C public intoxication and requires a local policy. 
Requires violations of policy and law by police to be set out in a clear,
progressive disciplinary matrix that cannot be overturned or changed by contract
with the police union. 

In conjunction with the George Floyd family and the Legislative Black Caucus,
Chairwoman Senfronia Thompson and Senator Royce West authored and filed the
George Floyd Act to bring to Texas a range of reforms that will prevent others from
experiencing the police misconduct that George Floyd and other Black Texans have
experienced.
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With adherence to matrix, discipline is presumed reasonable on appeal. Model will
be produced in statewide process.
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S u m m a r y  o f  t h e  B i l l
 



PAGE |  3

W H Y  I T  I S  N E E D E D

Of ten ,  po l i ce  conduc t  tha t  peop le  f i nd  ho r r i f y ing  i s  no t  cons ide red
misconduc t  because  o f f i ce r s  a re  ac t ing  a s  the  l aw  a l lows  and  w i th in
the i r  t r a in ing .  When  someone  sues  to  e s tab l i sh  tha t  the  l aw  and  t r a in ing
have  v io l a ted  the i r  f undamenta l  r i gh t s ,  t he  l awsu i t s  a re  d i smi s sed
because  po l i ce  o f f i ce r s  en joy  wha t  i s  known  as  “qua l i f i ed  immun i t y . ”
Qua l i f i ed  immun i t y  a l l ows  a  cou r t  to  d i smi s s  a  case  be fo re  ge t t ing  to  the
cons t i tu t i ona l  ques t ions  i f  t he  spec i f i c  r i gh t  has  no t  been  c l ea r l y
es tab l i shed  in  a  p r i o r  ca se .  Th i s  i s  a  ca t ch  22  tha t  has  r e su l ted  in  a
d im in i shment  o f  ou r  i nd i v idua l  r i gh t s .

Texas ’  l e tha l  f o r ce  s t a tu te  i s  exceed ing l y  b road  and  a l l ows  l e tha l  f o r ce
aga ins t  a  suspec t  who  i s  “ suspec ted ”  o f  a  v io len t  f e lony  even  when  tha t
pe r son  poses  no  immed ia te  th rea t .

Texas  l aw  makes  i t  a  “du ty ”  o f  po l i ce  to  a r re s t  on  a l l  cha rges ,  no  mat te r
how sma l l ,  bu t  i t  i s  NOT  a  du ty  to  save  a  l i f e  o r  i n te rvene  when  ano the r
o f f i ce r  i s  do ing  ha rm .

Unnecessa ry  a r re s t s  f o r  f i ne -on ly  v io l a t i ons  a t  t r a f f i c  s tops  gene ra te
res i s t ance  because  d r i ve r s  gu i l t y  o f  m ino r  i n f r ac t i ons  f ee l  tha t  an  a r re s t
i s  an  abuse  o f  au tho r i t y .  O f f i ce r s  know i t  i s  cu r ren t l y  l ega l  and  command
peop le  to  obey .  The  recen t  i nc iden t  i n  Ke l l e r  Texas  i l l u s t r a tes  the
typ i ca l  s cena r io .  An  o f f i ce r  a sked  Mr .  Puen tes  fo r  pe rmi s s ion  to  sea r ch .
Mr .  Puen tes  sa id  no .  Mr .  Puen tes  became  a r re s ted  fo r  h i s  “w ide  r i gh t
tu rn ”  and  the  o f f i ce r  conduc ted  a  sea r ch  inc iden t  to  a r re s t  h im .  By  the
end  o f  the  i nc iden t ,  bo th  Mr .  Puen tes  and  h i s  f a the r  f a ced  “ r e s i s t i ng ”
cha rges  and  the  inc iden t  e sca la ted  en t i r e l y  ou t  o f  con t ro l .  The re  were  a t
l eas t  64 ,100  such  a r re s t s  i n  Texas  r epo r ted  by  l aw  en fo r cement  i n  2019 .

Th i s  s t a tu to ry  f r amework  exp la ins  be t te r  than  any th ing  e l se  why  D i s t r i c t
A t to rneys  o f ten  cannot  success fu l l y  conv i c t  when  o f f i ce r s  when  they
ha rm peop le .  Due  to  ce r t a in  l aws  in  p l ace ,  we  have  s t a tu to r i l y  sa id  i t  i s
ok  to  do  so ,  and  even  ok  to  s t and  a round  wh i l e  someone  d ie s .  A  r ecen t
A t to rney  Gene ra l  op in ion  fo r  Cha i rman  J ames  Wh i te  no ted  tha t  Texas  l aw
does  no t  cu r ren t l y  r equ i re  an  o f f i ce r  to  i n te rvene  to  save  a  l i f e  when
anothe r  o f f i ce r  has  gone  too  f a r .
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W H Y  I T  I S  N E E D E D  -  C O N T I N U E D

Texas  l aw  imp l i e s  tha t  an  unde rcove r  po l i ce  o f f i ce r ’ s  word  heav i l y
we ighs  the  ve rd i c t  made  in  a  d rug  case  i nves t iga t ion ,  even  desp i te  wha t
h i s to r y  has  shown  us .  F rom the  Tu l i a  d rug  s t i ng  to  the  Da l l a s  “ shee t rock ”
s canda l ,  and  mos t  r ecen t l y  Ge ro ld  Go ine ’ s  l ong  and  so rd id  h i s to r y  o f
f a l se  a r re s t  i n  Hous ton ,  na r co t i c s  o f f i ce r s  have  been  re spons ib le  fo r
some  o f  Texas ’  wo r s t  human  r i gh t s  s canda l s  to  da te .

Once  conduc t  has  been  c l ea r l y  e s tab l i shed  a s  unaccep tab le ,  po l i ce  ch ie f s
need  s t ronge r  too l s  to  t e rm ina te  p rob lem o f f i ce r s  and  keep  them o f f  o f
ac t i ve  du ty .  A  d i s c ip l i na ry  mat r i x  i s  a  too l  tha t  ensu res  f a i rness  fo r
o f f i ce r s  and  p reven t s  d i s c ip l i ne  f rom be ing  ove r tu rned  on  appea l .

The  Geo rge  F loyd  Ac t  i den t i f i e s  the  mos t  impor tan t  ways  i n  wh i ch  the
s ta tu te  au tho r i zes  and  d i r ec t s  po l i ce  to  t ake  ac t i on .  The  a im  o f
accountab i l i t y  i s  no t  to  t ake  away  au tho r i t y  and  too l s  to  keep  the  pub l i c
sa fe  bu t  to  ensu re  the re  a re  c l ea r  gu ide l ines  tha t  a l l ow  l aw  en fo r cement
the  oppor tun i t y  to  sa fe l y  do  the i r  j obs .


